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25X1X 1. On 16 Septerber 1950, 56 prisoners, including 29 children, were released
by the Viet !inh, oOf these, four wera French, and the rem:inder metis
and Vietnamese. .lthough the prisoners velieve they received the sane
treatnent as the Viet 'inh population, taey received adequate food only
during the first two years of their imprisomment. Several times they
were moved to diiferent nlaces in the [aite egion, but most of the time
they lived among the hill tribes. The teibes people, Thes and lans, ware
rarely disturbed by the Viet - inh, and paid little actention to the Viet
“inh suards in charge of the prisoners. The refugees were given little
oprortunity to take note of happenings i1 Viet Jinh zoues outside of their
imediate vicinity. [lowever, the zenasral feeling among the refugees is
one oi sympathy for the Viet Zinii, perhads the result of subtle indocirina-
tion. Illost of theu res.nt the Jrench, £ieling that French oificiuls nade
insufficient e forts to obtain their relase fron Viet Iinh territory,
and regard the visit of Leo Figueres Lo 710t Jam as responsible for their
freedon.

2. 4ill of the refugees contracted nalaria dwring their imprisonment, but in
sdite of a shortage of medicinecs after the Tirst two years, they are in
curprisingly zood health., Their bitternnss towards the French has in-
creased consideraLly since their retwn, because practically no effort
has been made to House then; and they arc living in poor and crowded

25X1X quarters.

- 3.  On 24 Septamber 1950, an additional 59 Vet Tinh prisoners were released
near the =dze of the rench controlled z(me, ‘ost of these Orisoners
indicated their intention of rejoining Viet Tinh Tighting forces. 3Several
of the women =risoners wore couriors, Orc wouan, who described herself
as an irguiry agent, planned to take up e old job with the Viet ! dnh,
wilch paid her 300 Indochinese viasters ¢ moath. hat little propaganda

5
and indoctrination the "eench have directed toward these Drisoners seens
to have had little effect.

25x1A R Sooment.  This is questionable; and the sum was probably 800 Iio
Chi 'inh piazsters a month.
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